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SUBJECT: ASMARA WATER SUPPLY CONTAMINATED 

1. ON JULY 28 VILLAGERS FROM DAHRO CAULOS RAIDED A MINISTRY 

OF AGRICULTURE STOREHOUSE IN THE VICINITY OE THE ASMARA MUNICIPAL 
RESERVOIR AT ABARDA, 30 KM. SOUTHWEST OF ASMARA. IN ADDITION 
TO STEALING THE ROOEING AND DOORS, THEY EMPTIED 100 50-GAL. BARRELS 
OF A LOCUST-CONTROL INSECTICIDE CALLED MELATINE IN ORDER TO USE 
THE CONTAINERS. ALTHOUGH THE STOREHOUSE IS AN ESTIMATED 3 KM. 

FROM THE RESERVOIR, IT IS BELIEVED THAT SOME OF THE INSECTICIDE 
MAY HAVE DRAINED INTO THE CITY WATER SUPPLY. THE ABARDA RESERVOIR 
IS THE LARGEST OF THREE THAT SERVE ASMARA. 
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2. THE INCIDENT WAS REPORTED ON JULY 29, AND THE CITY SUSPENDED 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 

PUMPING WATER FROM THAT RESERVOIR THAT EVENING, AND STOPPED 
DISTRIBUTION OF WATER THROUGHOUT ASMARA ON THE MORNING OF JULY 30. 

SAMPLES OF CITY WATER AND WATER FROM THE ABARDA RESERVOIR ARE 
BEING FORWARDED TO ADDIS VIA EAL JULY 31. IF IT IS FOUND THAT 
THE QUANTITIES OF INSECTICIDE ARE HARMLESS, WATER SERVICE SHOULD 
RESUME THAT EVENING. 

SLUTZ 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: WATER SUPPLY SYSTEM 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 30 JUL 1976 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: coburnhl 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976ASMARA00602 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760294-1213 
From: ASMARA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linki 976/newtext/t1 976077/aaaaafcz.tel 

Line Count: 68 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: coburnhl 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 19 MAY 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <19 MAY 2004 by buchant0>; APPROVED <08 SEP 2004 by coburnhl> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ASMARA WATER SUPPLY CONTAMINATED 

TAGS: PINS, ET 

To: STATE ADDIS ABABA 

Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



